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Important:

We emphasize that hatching ostriches is not as easy as hatching
chickens, and it has its own methods and complications, so if you do
not have experience, be sure to use a veterinarian, otherwise you will
not succeed.

**Egg Cleaning (Ostrich)**

Mix two grams of disinfectant in a liter of water. If the mixture is too concentrated, it will harm
the eggs by lowering their temperature, which poses a risk to the embryo. Record the weight of
the eggs and their production date (laying) on the eggs with a pen and also in the registration
book.

Use a metal brush to remove dirt stains from the eggs.

If there are many dirt stains, first remove them with the brush, then disinfect them with a mixture

of Virkon. If the dirt is minimal, disinfect them first, then use the brush.

The disinfectant mixture of water and Virkon should be used within 4-5 days; otherwise, it will

lose its effectiveness.

Eggs should be rotated in incubators every six hours. However, all eggs of the same age must be
weighed. If a blood ring is seen in the egg, it is fertilized; if not, it is not. The number of
fertilized eggs increases in sunny weather and decreases in rainy weather.

If the eggs experience a strong shock during transport, the embryo will be damaged.
If aring is seen on the egg's body without an end, it is suspected to be contaminated.

One of the causes of embryo death is the presence of black spots on the eggs, which can result

from disease organisms penetrating muddy eggs after rain.

The embryo's condition is determined by checking fertility on the 22nd day. If it has rotated

earlier, it won't be able to breathe and will die.



Daily checks should be performed to identify unfertilized eggs and dead embryos to monitor
their condition. When the chick's head is stabilized in the air sac, it is time to transfer it to the

hatching tray.

About 42 eggshells are broken daily, starting from the 42nd day. Chicks should be assisted in

hatching if they cannot do so on their own.

For example, eggs in the hatching tray should be supervised in the morning. If they can hatch on

their own by evening, no assistance is needed, but if not, they should be helped.

The purpose of partially breaking the eggshell with the chick's beak is to allow the chick to
breathe and break the shell since the blood vessels network near the shell provides assistance to
the chick in breathing. However, this support ceases on the last day of hatching, so the shell

should be punctured from the side of the air sac.

If another part of the eggshell near the air sac is broken where the chick’s head is, the area should
be sealed with adhesive tape to prevent infection. If additional holes in the shell are not closed, it

can cause the chick to dry out.

The chick’s neck is slightly swollen after hatching due to the pressure it experiences while trying

to break out of the shell.

If the chick has a very soft and tender belly, it should stay in the hatching tray for one more day
until it dries out. Its navel should be sprayed with disinfectant, and the weakest chicks should be

given water with a syringe.

To stimulate the digestive system, feed the chick yogurt using a syringe.



**Important Points**

The eggs should be cleaned with a metal brush and then disinfected weekly before being placed
in the incubator room. The temperature inside the incubator should be around 36.6 degrees
Celsius, and the humidity should be about 18-19%.

The eggs should remain in the incubator for 42 days.

The loss of egg weight should be monitored once a week.

Weight is an important indicator and signifies that hatching is progressing correctly.

If the weight loss in chicks is very high, they will be sticky, weak, and have dry skin.

If the eggs lose too little weight, the chicks will be swollen and weak with enlarged yolk sacs.

Egg weight loss should be proportional. For example, if an egg weighs 1600 grams, it should

lose 16% of its weight during the incubation period.
1600 x 16% = 256 grams.
Average weekly egg weight loss:

256 + 6 = 42.66 grams.

Eggs should be checked with a special light to detect the presence of an embryo.
Unfertilized and dead eggs will be identified after a week.

On the 40th day of incubation, the chick’s head enters the air sac, and its movement can be seen,
indicating that it is time to transfer the eggs to the hatching tray.

If the chick is in good condition, it will be ready to hatch on its own without assistance.
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